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LEADERSHIP
JACKSON COUNTY




Leadership Jackson County

2018
Confidential

Application

WHAT IS LEADERSHIP JACKSON COUNTY?
It is the 28th annual program of the Jackson County Chamber of Commerce and Ocean Springs Chamber of Commerce Main Street – Tourism Bureau designed to identify, educate and motivate leaders to become involved in the future of Jackson County, Mississippi.  It is a nine-month course focusing on community awareness and leadership skill building.  It seeks to accomplish a set of expectations set forth by men and women qualified to accept present and future leadership roles in Jackson County and the Region.

WHY DO WE NEED LEADERSHIP JACKSON COUNTY?

Leadership Jackson County focuses on areas of expertise that provide leadership training for the corporate and non-profit sectors that will enable leaders opportunities to face the challenges of the present and future.

WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE PROGRAM?

Leadership Jackson County consists of a two-day MANDATORY retreat, a kick-off breakfast, a trip to the state government in Jackson, a leadership skill building and team building ropes course, and an eight hour community awareness program each month from February to September.  Each monthly session is planned, organized and directed by alumni from the Leadership Jackson County Alumni Network (a group including 705 leadership graduates since 1989).
WHAT ARE THE MEETINGS DATES AND WHERE?

Leadership Jackson County begins in January with an orientation breakfast and a two-day retreat.  Full day sessions begin in February from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and are scheduled monthly thereafter through September.  A schedule is at the back of this application.
The Leadership Retreat is MANDATORY WITH NO EXCEPTIONS.
WHO CAN APPLY?

Anyone who lives or works in Jackson County, Mississippi, or whose company serves the Mississippi Gulf Coast Region.  The official Leadership Jackson County application must be returned to the Jackson County Chamber of Commerce – johnsonl@jcchamber.com .  A photo of the applicant should be attached as a .jpg file to the electronic application.  
Instructions:  It is important that each section is fully completed.  

  Please use extra room as needed to answer questions throughout the application.  Application must be signed by both applicant and employer/sponsor.    Candidates are asked to download application and complete as a Word document.  Completed application must be submitted electronically to johnsonl@jcchamber.com  by Friday, December 15, 2017, at
5:00 p.m.
A completed application includes:

1.
Original application
2.
A letter of recommendation (normally from the employer agreeing to have the 
employee represent the company or non-profit agency in the program), 
3.
An essay (see details outlined below).

4.
A recent black & white or color photograph (.jpg file).  A print or electronic file of the photograph is acceptable.  Please note that the photograph will not be returned.
Essay:  Choose from one of the following questions and write a one-page essay and submit with your application for the Leadership Jackson County Program (200 words or less). 
1.
In your opinion, what are the three (3) greatest challenges facing Jackson County?

2.
If you could change one (1) thing about your neighborhood or community, what would 
it be and why?

3.
What would you like to do for Jackson County during the next 5-10 years?
Selection Criteria:


Participation in Leadership Jackson County is open to persons living or working in Jackson County or with corporate interest in the county.  The class size is limited to 45 participants.  Because the number of appointments to Leadership Jackson County will be limited, applicants who are not selected are encouraged to reapply in subsequent years.  The Jackson County and Ocean Springs Chambers of Commerce will select participants.  Applicants must have the full support of the community organization or the corporation they represent.


Attendance at the Leadership Jackson County Retreat and each monthly session is MANDATORY.  A participant who shall be absent from three regular class days will be automatically dropped from the class unless confined by illness or other approved absence.  Tuition is non-refundable.
2018 Leadership Jackson County Class
APPLICANT INFORMATION FORM
PERSONAL INFORMATION



Date:
Name:
(First, middle, last)

Nickname/Preferred Name for your name tag:
Race _______   Male [  ] Female [  ]   Age [    ]    Date of Birth: 
Place of birth (USA or other):

Business Firm:

Title:  

Business Mailing Address: 

Business Phone:
Business Fax: 
Cell Phone: 

Email (personal and corporate):
1.

2. 
Home Address:

City/state/zip:
Home Phone:  
Length of residence or period of employment in Jackson County: ​​
Do you have any food allergies or health issues that need to be considered for participation in the program?
EDUCATION and TRAINING (begin with most recent)
A.
School (s)     

City/State

Date

Degree (s)
1.

2.

3.

EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION (begin with most recent)
Present Employer: 
Length of Employment: 
Title or Responsibility:

Type of Organization: 
PREVIOUS EMPLOYMENT


 Employer


Position
From/To
Reason for Leaving
1.
BUSINESS AFFILIATION/CLUBS/ORGANIZATIONS/ACTIVITIES:
List community, civic, professional, religious, social, athletic, and other organizations of which you have been a member.  List them in order of importance to you during the past three years.
Organizations


Date


Position Held/Contribution
1.
2.

3.

How many hours per month are you currently committed to civic activities? 
How did you learn about Leadership Jackson County?
What skills, interests and abilities would you bring to the program?

What are Jackson County’s three best assets?
1. 
2. 

3. 
What are the three most notable opportunities that Jackson County has to offer?

1.

2.

3.

Explain what you hope to gain from your Leadership Jackson County experience (your expectations in order of priority). 
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

How do you plan to apply the knowledge gained in Leadership Jackson County?
References
Name: 
Business:  
Telephone:
Name: 
Business: 
Telephone: 
2018 Leadership Jackson County Schedule of Events

Leadership Jackson County Kick-off Breakfast – 
Friday, January 19, 2018
Mandatory Retreat – Thursday-Friday, January 25-26, 2018
Session One – Thursday, February 1, 2018
Session Two – Thursday, March 1, 2018
Session Three – Thursday, April 5, 2018
Session Four – Thursday, May 3, 2018
Session Five – Thursday, June 7, 2018
Session Six – Thursday, July 12, 2018 (second Thursday)
Session Seven – Thursday, August 2, 2018
Session Eight – Thursday, September 6, 2018
Graduation – Thursday, October 4, 2018
TUITION

If accepted into the Leadership Jackson County Program, each participant will be billed for the tuition fee of $1,250 which covers all program costs, transportation during sessions and meals.  Tuition is due in before the mandatory retreat.  Payment can be made by company or personal check or by credit card.  VISA or MasterCard are accepted.  
APPLICANT AGREEMENT
I understand the purpose of Leadership Jackson County.  If selected as a participant, I will devote the time necessary to complete the program.  I understand that attendance is mandatory at all sessions and the two-day Leadership Jackson County Retreat – January 25-26, 2018.  Furthermore, I understand that I am required to be present during the monthly sessions from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.  If for any reason, I withdraw from the program, I agree to forfeit all claims to a tuition refund.  I understand the above commitment and agree to be bound by it.  I further agree that I am personally responsible for securing payment of the tuition (from employer, organization or individual sponsorship).  The tuition is $1,250.00 for Chamber members and $1,450 for non-members.   
This application has the approval of the undersigned organization and the applicant has our full support and commitment which includes the time required to participate.
Employer Signature/Title/Date: 
Employee Signature/Date:

Return completed form to:
Linda C. Johnson

Email – johnsonl@jcchamber.com
Attention:  Leadership Jackson County Program

Jackson County Chamber of Commerce

Mail – Leadership Jackson County, PO Box 480, Pascagoula, MS 39568-0480

Deliver - 720 Krebs Avenue, Pascagoula, Mississippi  39567

Fax – Jackson County Chamber of Commerce – 228-769-1726
1

